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i news. The good news is that Ive
| become a Christian! The bad
news is that the preacher
says that our marriage /
is "adulterous”. b
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It seems to be taken for granted by many that when Jesus
condemned the practice of "putting away" a wife, He was talking
about divorce as we understand it today. But, if that was the case,
why have franslators not consistently used the word divorce
instead of put away where divorce is supposedly the meaning? It
is argued that put away and divorce are synonymous, but is this
true? Is it possible that there was indeed the practice of "putting
away" that was something different from a legal divorce, and
which did not dissolve the marriage, regardless of the reason for
the separation? Before we consider what the Scriptures teach on
this important subject, we must be willing to put aside our current
opinions and accept only what we find written in the word of God.

The Law under which Jesus lived (and was obligated to follow)
made provisions for a marriage to be dissolved (Deut. 24:1-2;
ASV) because of the hardness of man’s heart (Matt. 19:8).

"When a man taketh a wife, and marrieth her, then it shall be, if
she find no favor in his eyes, because he hath found some
unseemly thing in her, that he shall write her a bill of
divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his
house. And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and
be another man's wife."

We see, then, that God laid down the procedure for a man to
dissolve a marriage. This command was a procedure consisting of
three separate actions (see below). Previous to this, men were
simply putting away or sending their wives out of the house
(women did not have the same rights). At that time, men were
permitted to have more than one wife and received a dowry also.
But if a man divorced his wife then the dowry had to be returned.
The dowry, however, did not have to be returned in a case where
there was no formal divorce. We can see, then, that simply
sending his wife out of the house was a way of avoiding any
financial loss. However, the consequences were very serious for






